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HIGH SCHOOL SEAL OF BILITERACY RECOGNITION

Tennessee State Board of Education High School Policy 2.103 denotes local boards of education recognize students who have attained a high level of proficiency in speaking, reading, and writing in one (1) or more languages in addition to English with a Seal of Biliteracy. Students receiving this recognition shall meet the following criteria: 

(a) Complete all English language arts (ELA) requirements for graduation with an overall grade point average of 3.0 or higher in those classes; 

(b) Demonstrate English proficiency through one (1) of the following: 
1. Score at the on-track or mastered level on each ELA end-of-course assessment taken; 
2. Score three (3) or higher on an Advanced Placement English Language or English Literature exam; B1 or higher on a Cambridge International English exam; or four 
(4) or higher on an International Baccalaureate English exam; 
3. Score 22 or higher on the ACT Reading subtest or 480 or higher on the SAT evidence-based reading and writing subtest; or 
4. Score 4.5 or higher on the WIDA Access, if the student is an English learner; and 

(c) Demonstrate proficiency in a world language through one (1) of the following: 
1. Score Intermediate-Mid or higher in all three (3) communication modes
 (Interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) on a world
language proficiency assessment recognized by the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL); 
2. Score three (3) or higher on an Advanced Placement world language exam; B1 or higher on a Cambridge International world language exam; or four (4) or higher on an International Baccalaureate world language exam; 
3. Score at the Intermediate level or higher on the Sign Language Proficiency Interview (SLPI: ASL); 
4. Pass a foreign government's approved non-English language exam, or score at a level comparable to Intermediate-mid or higher on the ACTFL proficiency scale on another country’s secondary level standardized exam in the country’s non- English native language; or 
5. Score at a level comparable to Intermediate-Mid or higher on the ACTFL proficiency scale on an LEA developed alternate model. Alternate models may only be used if the identified world language does not have an associated nationally recognized assessment and must address communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and communities. 

Students are required to complete the seal of biliteracy student application and return it to their school counselor or district Volunteer State Seal of Biliteracy coordinator no later than March 17 the year they will be receiving the recognition.  




Implementing Procedures: INS-P052 - High School Seal of Biliteracy Recognition 

Associated Documents: 	INS-F166 – Volunteer State Seal of Biliteracy Student Application
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