Monthly Parent Communications Meeting
January 10, 2013
1. Common Core Curriculum – Dr. Sallie Armstrong
Curriculum and Instruction Director Sallie Armstrong discussed the new Common Core
standards. She commented that forty‐seven other states, along with Tennessee, are going to
be using these same standards. The Common Core standards will hopefully help US students be
more globally competitive. She said that there are fewer standards, but the depth of
conceptual understanding will be much increased. The goal is for students to be more career or
college ready when they leave high school. She commented on the timeline for implementing
Common Core with a 2014‐15 completion date. All high‐stakes testing that year will be based
on Common Core. She and Dr. Worthington talked about how Common Core will likely see test
scores go down the first year and then start back up as time goes on. TCAP is not affected by
Common Core this year as it remains under the TN Diploma Project curriculum. At the end of
this year there will be a separate assessment based on Common Core, which will not count for
students this year. A few internet sites where parents can find resources related to Common
Core are the CMCSS website; TNCore.org; commoncore.org. There is also a pamphlet
sponsored by the national PTA that will be coming out that lists some additional resources.
2. Calendar Criteria
The group had discussion about the school year calendar and the criteria used to develop the
calendar. Dr. Worthington noted that you start with the 180 state‐required days for students,
then you have to consider the contractual days for teachers. Dr. Worthington stated that our
student group always wants the added criteria of taking their exams before Christmas break.
With that in mind, you divide the year as evenly as possible and try to get as many days in
before state testing in the spring. He also noted that the State determines the window of
testing dates, not the school district. There was some discussion as to whether eliminating fall
break would help by increasing useable snow days. Dr. Worthington said that would not help
the snow days, but could affect either starting school later or ending earlier. He noted that the
majority of employees like the fall break. The majority of the parents present, by a show of
hands, also wanted to keep fall break.
3. Collection Boxes
Communications Director Elise Shelton commented that boxes were ready for each parent
representative to take with them. The boxes are to be placed in the school offices with the
Question of the Month visible on the box. Any one may respond to the question in writing and
drop it in the box. The parent representatives are responsible for collecting the responses and
bringing them back to the Parent Communications meeting the following month for discussion.
4. Parent Survey
There was discussion about the parent survey that had been conducted via phone and e‐mail
earlier in the week. Elise Shelton noted that 5,500 phone responses had been received. One of
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the survey statements that received low rankings was I believe my school responds to my
student’s different learning style and need. The group discussed reasons why this might have
been viewed more negatively than positively. Ideas included: (1) teachers are not varying
styles of teaching to respond to different learners; (2) teachers do not have time or are not
allowed to be creative with teaching; (3) parents just don’t know what is going on in the
classroom. Dr. Worthington commented that Common Core should allow for more depth into
learning each standard which should help with some of these negatives. Other comments from
group members included: (1) their student needs clear expectations, and (2) teachers need
some way, especially with older students, to determine if the students “got it” – understood
what had been taught.
5. School Security
Dr. Worthington told the group that school district leaders had been looking into the issue of
school security, especially since the recent incident in Connecticut. Dr. Worthington shared
that district leaders participate in “table top” practice scenarios for emergency events. This is
something the district has been doing for some time. The district also is NIMS (National
Incident Management System) compliant.
Dr. Worthington stated that security/safety protocols have been reviewed with all school staff.
There is a collaborative effort to increase law enforcement presence on campuses. All schools
either have a buzzer at the entrance, or entry is directly into the office area. Additional
announcements were to be made soon. **(A press conference was held the following day in
which it was announced that a collaborative effort with Clarksville Police and the Montgomery
County Sheriff’s Office would place armed off‐duty officers in the system’s 22 elementary
schools. Middle and High Schools already have School Resource Officers assigned to them.)
6. Question of the Month Discussion
The question of the month for January is: Is there adequate staffing to meet the system’s
mission, vision, and beliefs, and expectations for learning? If not, what else is needed?
Comments from the group included:
 Educational Assistants should help students, not just make copies, etc.
 PASS teachers are needed at each school
 More volunteers are needed
 Tutors from outside companies could be used
 More one‐on‐one assistance is needed
 Teachers that have credentials, but have not taught a particular subject before
There was discussion of volunteers in schools. All schools are different as far as welcoming
parents as volunteers. One parent commented that Glenellen has one day every month that is
set aside for parent volunteers to come in and work at making copies, cutting out materials,
and anything else the teachers need done. Another commented that Byrns Darden has a day
per week that APSU students work in the school.

3. I believe my school responds to my student’s different learning
style and need.

5. My child has experienced an opportunity to solve a real‐life
problem through STEM (science, technology, engineering and
math).

6. I understand what will be expected of my student with the
Common Core standards.

